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Once again a revised layout, hope you all approve.
In particular the Programme of Activities only goes as far as
the end of this year, 2015, so that the winter programme for
2016 will be included in the September Newsletter.
We propose also to omit the Evening Lectures in January and
February to avoid the dark winter evenings with an extra
Morning Talk in February to make up for it. Trust you agree!
Tony G. (awyethg@me.com)
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Mere Historical Society
Minutes of the AGM held on Tuesday 4th March 2014
Present : Committee members Christine Allberry, Caroline
Cook,Gerald Cook, Diane Ellis, Tony Grinyer, Peter Lewis
(Chairman), Ruth van Sloten, Jenny Wilding, plus approximately
40 members.
1.Apologies : Peter PlattHiggins.
2. Minutes of the AGM of 5th March 2013 had been circulated
in the NewsReview 2014 AGM booklet and were approved by
those present and signed by the Chairman ; proposed Madeline
Morris, seconded Tony Grinyer.
3. No Matters Arising
4. Chairman's Report : The Chairman, Peter Lewis, referred
the meeting to the Chairman's Remarks printed and circulated
in the AGM News/Review 2014 booklet. He went on to reflect
on an interesting year with wonderful speakers and outings.
However, he expressed disappointment at the relatively low
numbers supporting some events. He reported that the sound
system had caused some problems, but he looked at this with
Peter Knapp and it is working well. He thanked the committee
members for their hard work behind the scenes. Particular
thanks were offered to Jenny Wilding for her work on the
forthcoming website. The website will need photos to make it
interesting and vibrant and Jenny would welcome photographic
contributions. Further thanks were expressed to Jenny for her
considerable efforts in gaining funding for the Archive Project
which is now proceeding.
The Chairman announced that Ruth van Sloten would be
stepping down as President. The meeting thanked Ruth for the
expertise and knowledge she has contributed to the society.
Special thanks were given to Joan Slight and to Mike Hannon,
both of whom have resigned from the Society's committee. Joan

served as Membership and Minutes Secretary and Mike as
Chairman and their contributions are much appreciated.
5. Financial Report : The Treasurer's was circulated in the
AGM News/Review 2014 booklet. Attention was drawn to a
minor printing omission in the loss column for the 2012 figures.
This did not affect the overall figures showing that the Society is
solvent at the end of 2013. Acceptance of the report was
proposed by Ruth van Sloten, seconded by Ros Castro and
approved by the meeting.
(Note: Treasurer to confirm figures correctly recorded in the
Society's accounts.)
6. Election of Officers : No new nominations had been
received. The Chairman asked for the meeting to reelect the
current committee as shown in the AGM News/Review 2014 and
this was agreed ; proposed Dr Longbourne, seconded Rose Cox.
7. Any other business : none.

Chairman

Signed as a true record ; Peter Lewis,

Chairman's Report to the AGM 2015
We are once again at the AGM ; the Agenda is printed on page 1
of this 'News Review'. I hope you all found much of interest in
this year's lectures, talks and outings ; I hope you agree that we
have produced a varied and interesting programme. This year
included a two day visit to Chatsworth as an experiment and
reactions suggest that, like me, everyone thought the gain was
worth the overnight hotel stop.
The financial affairs of the Society are in the good hands of Peter
PlattHiggins and his Report is printed overleaf and I
recommend it to you, along with the Final Accounts for last
year. This is followed by the Report from the Archivist, which
also makes for interesting reading.
The Committee has discussed the Society’s Constitution and felt
that it did not reflect the changes that have taken place over the
forty years or so since the Society was formed. You will,
therefore, find a copy of the proposed updated Constitution in
this 'News Review' for your comment and approval at the next
AGM.
I thank all those members who have contributed to the running
of the Society. The Society’s website is now fully functional
thanks to the work done by Steve Hoffman and if you haven't
visited it yet, I can recommend it on
www.merehistoricalsociety.org.uk. Thanks also to Jenny
Wilding who, after several years and much hard work on the
Archive, is close to having the contents available for all to see.
Please do read her report.
I also thank the other Committee members and helpers who
have ensured that everything runs as smoothly as possible.
We still have a problem finding members who are prepared to

join the Committee itself, in particular for someone to take on
the organisation of the Evening Lectures and we have been
lucky in finding a willing volunteer in Sue Birch, who has been
coopted onto the Committee.
Chris Allberry has done that job for the past few years and we
all thank her for her hard work and the interesting programme
of lectures she has provided and is still providing for this year.
I addition, we do still need someone else to take on the morning
talks as Tony Grinyer wishes to pass this on so as to
concentrate on producing the 'News Review'. He has assured
me that finding volunteers to do the morning talks is no
problem.
Tony has mentioned the disadvantage of evening meetings in
January and February next year and so as not to give you short
measure, it is proposed to extend the Programme to April for the
AGM and to May for the final Lecture. Please do let us have your
comments, good or bad!
We also need more help generally, so anyone who feels they
could contribute, please come forward.
Chairman, Peter Lewis

MERE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Treasurer’s Report on the Accounts for January to December
2014, presented at the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday
3rd March 2015
Mister Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen. I apologise for my
absence – this time I’m on holiday in the warmth but I have left the
cheque book with the committee. Despite this I still have pleasure
in presenting the accounts for the year January to December 2014,
and hope that you all have a copy to which you can refer.
Overall the accounts show an increase in our bank balance for the
year of some £269. This compares with an increase in our bank
balance of some £228 in 2013. Our improving financial position is
in large part due to the efforts of your committee in minimising our
expenditure.
Membership income was some £87 higher than in 2013. It is the
membership fees which cover the Society’s basic overhead costs
represented by hall rental, the costs of talks and the production
and distribution of the newsletters. Currently these costs are some
£140 below our membership income – a satisfactory position for
the Society. If our membership could be increased this would
improve the Society’s financial situation so please consider
persuading your friends to join.
Interest on our deposit account was reinstated – but at a negligible
level.
The Summer Visits achieved a surplus of £246 on a turnover of
some £8852 (2.7% which is a neat balancing act by the organisers).
We received a grant of £3218 from the Wiltshire Council Area
Board and an anonymous donation of £2000 towards the cost of
completing the computerisation of the current content of the
Society archive which is well advanced.
Although we do not have a direct allowance for this work, your
committee believe establishment and maintenance of the archive to
be a key piece of work which your society should support.
I would like to thank Peter Dethick for certifying these accounts
and keeping me honest!
P.M PlattHiggins Hon. Treasurer.

MERE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FINAL ACCOUNTS 2014
ACTIVITY
MEMBERSHIP
2013 Figures
TALKS
2013 Figures
NEWSLETTER
2013 Figures
Sub Total
2013 Figures
VISITS
2013 Figures
DONATIONS
2013 Figures
ARCHIVE
2013 Figures
ADMINISTRATION
2013 Figures
INTEREST
2013 Figures
TOTAL
2013 Figures

BALANCES
PETTY CASH
CURRENT A/C
DEPOSIT A/C
TOTAL

CREDIT

DEBIT

GAIN

1008.00
(921.70)
54.00
(30.00)

226.50
(316.87)
415.00
(170.00)
286.60
(299.89)
928.10
(786.76)
4303.00
(2198.00)
25.00
(25.00)
4697.94
(0.00)
23.00
(55.69)

781.50
(604.83)

1062.00
(951.70)
4549.00
(2297.00)
13.00
(45.00)
5218.00
(600.00)

4.29
(0.00)
10846.29
(3893.70)

9977.04
(3065.45)

AT
31.12.13
43.51
1245.33
2391.71
3680.55

AT
31.12.14
35.41
2118.39
2396.00
4549.80

LOSS

361.00
(140.00)
286.60
(299.89)
133.90
(164.94)
246.00
(99.00)
12.00
(20.00)
520.06
(600.00)
23.00
(55.69)
4.29

Increase in balance
Grants received for Archive computerisation
(committed but unspent)
Net increase in Society’s assets
Signed:
P M PlattHiggins Hon Treasurer

869.25
(828.25
)

£ 869.25
(£ 600.00)
£ 269.25
P Dethick Checker

Archivist's report to the Historical Society
A. G. M. March 2015
It has been an exciting year for the society's Archive  in
that it is has spent a large part of the year in Corsham
undergoing a very thorough cataloguing process! Not
much (yet) for the Archivist to do, though in fact, about
two thirds of the boxes, their contents fully catalogued,
are already back in the Archive Hut, providing more space
in her office for the cataloguer, Jacqui Ramsay. The terms
of the South West Wiltshire Area Board Grant, which
constitutes a large part of the money raised for the project,
are that the project must be complete by the end of March
2015, and it seems to me that Jacqui is well on the way to
meeting that deadline.
Jacqui has been using a laptop purchased by the Society
(funded from the grant) and this will be used for
cataloguing new items as they come in. In fact, during
201415, around 50 items have been added to the
Archive, ranging from reports on Mere people and events in
the Blackmore Vale Magazine, to a large box containing
several bindersworth of records from the Stourbridge
School (in Glebe House), now closed.
Once the catalogue is transferred to the Museum
Computer, it will be an invaluable adjunct to the
Museum's own catalogue in providing the Curators with
access to a large amount of historical background
material. This will be extremely helpful both in researching
new exhibitions and in answering queries that come in
weekly, mainly from people whose families once lived in
Mere but who have since moved far and wide across the
globe.

The Archivist will, for the time being, keep the laptop at
home, where new items will be catalogued before being
deposited in the Archive Hut.
In the immediate future, we aim to mount an exhibition in
the Museum (autumn 2015) of materials from the archive.
This will (I promise!) be very interesting in its own right,
but will also advertise the existence of the Archive to local
people and will encourage them to make use of it. It is the
plan that the catalogue will be available online via the
Society's website, but this will depend on Wiltshire Council
who are dragging their feet in facilitating this, a lapse
which is affecting archives and museums across the
county who depend on the 'Wiltshire Treasures' website.
Secondly, I hope that the exhibition will inspire two or
three people  Historical Society members and/or others 
to volunteer their services to manage the Archive into the
future, to be trained by the Archivist.
Jenny Wilding, Archivist

MERE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CONSTITITION & RULES (Revised 2015)

1. NAME : The name of the Society shall be the
'Mere Historical Society'
2. OBJECTS : The objects of the Society shall be to foster interest
in History in general and in Mere and district in particular. It will
do this by arranging Lectures and Talks and by organising visits to
relevant places of interest. It will also maintain the local archive
collected originally by Mr Michael Tighe and others.
3. MEMBERSHIP : Membership of the Society shall be open to
anyone on application to the Secretary or Membership Secretary
and payment of the annual subscription.
4. SUBSCRIPTION : The annual subscription shall be determined
at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and be
payable on the Ist
April each year, or on joining. A member joining on or after 1st
January in any year shall not be required to pay a further
subscription until 1st April of the following year. A member whose
subscription is more than 12 months in arrears shall be deemed to
have resigned from the Society.
5. CONDUCT OF AFFAIRS : The affairs of the Society shall be
conducted by a Committee consisting of Chairman, ViceChairman,
Secretary, Treasurer, Archivist and such others as the Committee
deems necessary. Five Committee members, including the
Chairman and/or ViceChairman, shall form a quorum.
6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE : The election of members to the
Committee shall take place at the AGM. Committee members shall
hold office until the next AGM, when they will be eligible for re
election. The committee may coopt additional members at any
time.
7. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : The AGM shall be held in
March or April each year and the business to be transacted shall
include :
(a) the presentation by the Committee of a report on the affairs of

the Society
(b) the presentation of checked accounts by the Treasurer
(c) any business of which notice has been given by any member of
the Society in writing to the Secretary at least two weeks before the
date of the Meeting
(d) the election of a Committee.
8. EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM) : The
Committee may at any time, or at the request of any twenty
members in writing to the Secretary, convene an EGM. At such a
meeting only the business specified shall be considered.
9. CONDUCT OF GENERAL MEETINGS : At all General Meetings
(AGM or EGM) the chair shall be taken by the Chairman, Vice
Chairman or other Committee member chosen by the Meeting.
(a) A majority of at least twothirds of those present shall be
necessary to delete, alter or make additions to the Rules of the
Society or to dissolve the Society, provided that at least one quarter
of the total membership of the Society is present.
(b) All other resolutions shall be decided by a majority vote. Twenty
members present shall form a quorum.
10. FINANCE : (a) The financial year of the society shall end on 31st
December in any year. (b) An account in the name of the Society
shall be maintained at a bank to be approved by the Committee.
Cheques drawn on the account shall be signed by the Treasurer or,
where the amount is more than £50, by the Treasurer and another
authorised signatory.
10. DISSOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY : In the event of the
dissolution of the Society, all assets of the Society remaining after
discharge of its liabilities shall be donated to an organisation whose
aims are broadly similar to those of this Society, selected by the
members at a General Meeting.
Diane Ellis, Secretary 09.12.2014

Morning Talk Tuesday : 14th October 2014
“It was the best of Times, it was the worst of Times” ‘Sir
Henry, Alda and Harry’s time at Stourhead’
by Janet Way
Janet appeared in period costume in the guise of Alda Hoare, wife
of Sir Henry and mother of Harry, at the time of the outbreak of
war in 1914. Janet then read extracts from Alda’s diary,
commencing in 1895, when on the 27th day of February and just 6
years old, Harry saw Stourhead for the first time. His parents had
inherited the baronetcy and ownership of the neglected and
overgrown estate of Stourhead some six months earlier.
Previously Sir Henry Ainslie Hoare, who died in 1894 aged 70
years, had sold off paintings, furniture and books from the house
to pay his debts and never lived in the unloved estate in a distant
corner of Wiltshire. The new Sir Henry and his wife Alda had
packed their belongings and moved from Wavendon in
Buckinghamshire and were determined to do all they could to
create a home for their only son, Harry. The future of Stourhead
was in their hands.
Restoration of the house
to it’s former days of
grandeur were halted at
the turn of the Century
when tragedy struck and
Alda’s diary reflects the
terrible effect of that
night in 1902, when the
house was gutted by fire
and the central part of
the house destroyed.
Many of the heirlooms
were saved by the efforts
of the workers and family and staff, who dragged the belongings
from the house out onto the lawn to save them. Sir Henry and Alda
then set to, to rebuild the house as it had been, in near identical

style as before. By 1911, Harry was now the agent and running
the estate.
But at the outbreak of the war in 1914, Harry now of some 25
years, joined the local
regiment the Queen’s Own
Dorset Yeomanry. Rising to
the rank of Captain, ‘Harry’
Henry Colt Arthur Hoare
served in France, Gallipoli
and Palestine, before
contracting pneumonia and
paratyphoid in 1916 and
was sent home to Stourhead
to recuperate, the best of
times for Alda.
Returning to Palestine in
1917, he died of wounds
received at the battle of
Mughair Ridge on 13th
'Alda, Sir Henry and Harry before the
November in hospital at
start of WW1'.
Alexandria in Egypt. His
parents were informed by telegram on Christmas Eve, which Alda
recorded as the worst of days. “Our only and the best of sons,
never grieved us by thought word or deed and loved Stourhead”.
Previous to that day,
Alda recorded the
setting up of the Red
Cross Hospital in
Mere in the Grove
Building for
returning wounded.
Stourhead House was
used for
rehabilitation visits
for soldiers, who were
offered boating and
fishing on the lake,
'Tea for the wounded at Stourhead.'
walks in the garden,

billiards and piano recitals in the house and entertained to tea in
the drawing room. These were some of the best of times. One
Sargeant Major told Alda he had never had a finer cup of tea in all
his life.
After the terrible
effects of the war, Sir
Henry and Alda
dedicated the 1920’s
and 30’s to opening
Stourhead to the
public and in 1946,
Sir Henry gave
Stourhead to the
National Trust, a year
before he and Alda
died.
Applause for Janet's performance was prolonged and grateful
thanks expressed by the Chairman on behalf of her 'audience' for
her very well received illustrated talk.
Tony Grinyer

Mere Historical Society : Evening Lecture
Tuesday 4th November 2014
"Shaftesbury : King Alfred's Legacy"
By Rob Curtis

'Statue of King Alfred in Abbey Walk'
Rob Curtis introduced himself as a Blue Badge Guide for Dorset
based in Sherbourne but with a great interest in the Saxon Town of
Shaftesbury and it's Abbey.
King Alfred famously founded the Abbey at Shaftesbury for his
daughter Aethelgifu in the year 888, some 8 years after founding
the town as a 'burgh'. One of the oldest and highest towns in
England, it dominates Thomas Hardy's "engirdled and secluded"
Blackmore Vale and is some 220 m above sea level. The statue of
Alfred above is found on Abbey Walk, at the top of the town. The
picture below of Gold Hill shows the butressed wall supporting the
abbey site.

The Abbey itself
grew to be one of
the largest and
richest in the
south of England
and the
wealthiest
Benedictine
nunnery in the
Land, a major
pilgrimage site
and the Town's
central focus.
The translation
of the relics of St
Edward the
Martyr occured in 981 and in 1001 the relics were elevated to the
holy place of the saints and the town renamed Edwardstowe. It
was renamed Shaftesbury after the reformation.
The Norman and Plantaganet Kings by their gifts and priviledges
added enormously to the power and wealth already enjoyed by this
richly endowed house. In the Middle Ages there was a popular
saying that "if the abbot of Glastonbury could marry the abbess of
Shaftesbury, their heir would hold more land than the King of
England" The patronage in her hands and those of the community
was above that of any other religious house in the County, with 12
churches in Shaftesbury itself and also the Hospital of St John.
In 1501 Catherine of Aragon stayed at the abbey on her way to
London to marry Prince Arther and following his early death,
Catherine married Henry V111. Famously this marriage ended in
divorce and Henry swept away the Catholic Church in England
leading to the Dissolution of the Monastries and the destruction of
the abbey.
On the eve of the Dissolution, the net income of the Abbey was
assessed at £1,329, but if the income of the Abbey was so
enormous, the charges on the house were by no means trifling and
the management of so vast an estate called for powers of
government that every abbess did not possess. Debt and insolvency
crippled the house, one of the causes was the excessive number of
nuns.

The last abbess of Shaftesbury, Elizabeth Zouche, hoped doubtless
by a concilatory attitude to secure from the court of Henry V111
some measure of consideration for her house and held out longer
than most. Sir Thomas Arundal, writing to Cromwell in December
1536, informs him the abbess refuses to resign and offers the King
500 marks and cromwell £100 to allow her house to stand. The
offer was fruitless, it was too rich a prize for Cromwell to pass up
and the fate of Shaftesbury Abbey was sealed, although the house
was the last to fall in the county. The abbess and 53 nuns
surrendered on 2nd March 1539.
The abbey was demolished, its land sold, leading to a temporary
decline in the town. Sir Thomas Arundal of Wardour Castle,
purchased the abbey and much of the town in 1540, but was later
exiled for treason and the lands forfeited and passed to the Earl of
Pembroke, then to Anthony Ashly Cooper 7th Earl of Shaftesbury
and finally to the Grosveners.
In 1931 during an archeological excavation of the abbey site St
Edwards relics were recovered and now reside in St Edward the
Martyr OrthodoxChurch near Brookwood Cemetary in Woking,
Surrey. Thomas Hardy wrote of the abbey ruins "vague imaginings
of its castle, its three mints, its magnificant apsidal Abbey, the
chief glory of south Wessex, its twelve churches, its shrines,
chantries, hospitals, gabled mansions, all now ruthlessly swept
away, throw the visitor, even against his will, into a pensive
melancholy which the stimulating atmosphere and limitless
landscape around him can scarcely dispel".
The site of Shaftesbury Abbey is now used to host many events of
open air drama workshops and performances and historical
lectures. The Museum features stonework excavated from the
abbey's ruins, anglosaxon carvings and medieval floor tiles. The
site also features a medieval period garden and orchard.
Tony Grinyer

Morning Talk : Tuesday 18th November 2014
“Occupational health hazards, post
Industrial Revolution” by Rose Cox
“Chimney Sweeps to Deep Sea Divers” was Rose's preferred title
and her first image! Her experiences in Occupational Health
started as a Student and led to the staff of an Oil Company, to
Heavy Goods Vehicles and Engineering Workshops and finally to
a Life Assurance Company. The worst hazards were always
“bodgers”. She emphasised that she was not an historian and
relied on practical experience.
Pioneers in medicine and health in the 19th century were the
social reformers and philanthropic employers such as I K
Brunel. The industrial revolution in the 19th C was built on the
18th C discoveries and developments leading to the Railways,
Canals and steam power.
Rose would have to leave the 20th C to another day.
The image of 'Climbing Boys' was immortalised by Charles
Kingsley in “the Water Babies” in
1863 and also of course by
Charles Dickens in “Oliver Twist”.
In 1834 an Act due to lord
Shaftesbury, stating minimum
sizes of chimneys of 12”, forbade
boys under 10 to be employed as
sweeps to reduce the danger of
suffocation and cancer. The
'Climbing Boys Act' introduced by
7th Earl of Shaftesbury in 1847
and further legislation in 1875,
required an annual licence from
the Police for 'Master Sweeps'.

The 'Factory Acts' in the 19th C
such as the Act of 1819
enforced limited hours and a
minimum age of 9, but was not
applied to textile factories. The
1833 Act supported by Robert
Owen, Josiah Wedgewood, John
Wilkinson and others set good
examples in welfare and
education of children. The 1865
'Agricultural Gangs Act'
protected children under 8 in
field labour, also the 'Bricks and
Tiles Yard Extension Act'. Queen Charlotte was instrumental in
starting Sunday Schools, however, the children in Lancashire
Mills were often housed in appalling conditions. Parents needed
children to supplement the family income, in 1841 a Durham
colliery manager reported that his miners were 'very anxious
and very dissatisfied if we do not take the children' and parents
often lied about their children's ages. Thousands of children
were brought from workhouses in cities and towns to mills often
100's of miles away, where they were given bed and food in
return for work, but were unknown, unprotected and forgotten.
Life expectancy in 19th
C was only 32!
Industries such as
shipbuilding, coal
mining, cotton mills
and the railways used
chemicals, lead,
phosphorous, mercury,
giving rise to TB and
malaria, ricketts in
children, also poor
sewage to typhoid and
cholera. But this was
not new; in 50 AD
'Pliny the Elder' drew

attention to 'asbestos' poisoning, there was lead poisoning from
water pipes in ancient Pompei and the Romans mined 60,000
tons of lead per annum for the 400 years of the Roman
Empire.The “Father of Occupational Health Medicine” is an
Italian Neurologist 'Bernadine Ramazzini'. Born 1633 to 1713,
Professor of medicine at Padua University, wrote “Disease of
Tradesmen and Craftsmen” “De Morbis Artificum Diatribm”,
outlined health hazards of chemicals, metals, etc.
Charles Thakrah 1795 to 1833, died of TB, was MD at Guys
Hospital and founded 'Leeds School of Anatomy'.
Florence Nightingale born 1820 from a well to do background,
became in 1853 the 'Lady Superintendant of Invalid
Gentlewoman's Institute' in Harley Street. She went to the
Crimea in 1854 to 1856, saw bad management and criticised
Army Medical Service and in 1858 wrote 'Notes on Matters
affecting the Health, Efficiency and Hospital Administration'.
Later she set up Nightingale Training Schools.
Another prominent 'Lady Visitor' was Mary Merryweather, a
Quaker and employed by Courtaulds in Halstead to look after
the welfare of silk mill workers in 1847, including 9 she
accommodated in her own home. She went on to become the
'Lady Superintendant' at Liverpool Royal Infirmary inspired by
Florence Nightingale. Many Quaker firms had been early in the
field of social and workplace welfare, such as Fry's, Cadbury's,
Clark's etc.
The 'first industrial nurse' was Philippa Flowerday, employed by
Colman's in 1867 to work with the factory Doctor from 9 to
11am, then took food from Colman's kitchen and tended sick
employees and families at home. A Fabian Society lecture in
1888 made Dr Annie Besant aware of the plight of girls working
in a Bryant & May match factory and led to a strike by 1400
woman, a deputation of 50 woman to parliament and the
forming of the Matchgirls Union. This dispute was the first
strike by unorganised workers to gain national publicity.
Sir Thomas Legge 1863 to 1932 was the 'first medical inspector

of factories' in 1898 and in 1912 wrote “Lead poisoning and
Lead Absorption” and later investigated anthrax, skin cancer
and poisoning by phosphorous, arsenic and mercury.
The construction industry was also a major cause of industrial
deaths. The first 'Forth
Bridge' built from 1883
to 1890 of steel girders
to carry railway traffic,
was the longest single
span cantilever bridge of
its time, was responsible
for 73 deaths; 38 by
falling, 9 crushed, 9
drowned, 8 by falling
objects, 3 by fire and 1
from caisson sickness. Made in Scotland by SiemansMartin, it
also produced the first 'Sick & Accident Club' which paid for
medical treatment, funerals, sick pay and widows grants.
Rose concluded by saying that the 20th C would have to wait for
another day. Her tour de force was greeted with loud applause
and she was warmly thanked. We look forward to her next talk
in 2015.
Tony Grinyer

Tuesday 2nd December 2014
“The First World WarTunnelling & Mine Warfare”
by Phillip Robinson, adviser on films &
documentaries
Phillip Robinson’s talk on Tunnelling and Mine Warfare in the First
World War provided a fascinating insight into an aspect of the war
that is perhaps most wellknown from Sebastian Faulks’ novel,
'Birdsong'. Phillip is a former British Army Royal Engineer and
former Chair of the Durand Group whose members are carefully
selected for their expertise and interest in investigating the network
of tunnels used in warfare.
Phillip showed us how different
tunnelling and mining techniques
were used to attempt to break the
military stalemate as both German
and allied forces dug in at the
Western front on the Somme after
1914. A British mining battalion
was proposed in response to the
German use of mines under allied
trenches. A key player was Major
NortonGriffiths, aka ‘Empire
Jack’.
He was instructed by the War
Office to report on the suitability of
using specialist ‘claykickers’, for
the most part skilled miners, to
drive low tunnels underground through clay using a technique that
was virtually silent.

So highly valued was their work that claykickers could command
the premium pay of 6/6 per day compared to just 2/6 for sappers.
Miners of all sorts were recruited into the forces from many parts of
the world and by June 1916 they numbered some 3040000 with a
chain of command up to Brigadier General and several specialist
army mine schools set up to train recruits. It was calculated that
they drove 125 miles of tunnels for fighting purposes, working in
great secrecy. On the German side, there were many similar
tunnelling and mining companies but, unlike the British miners,
they worked locally and were less effective as they did not move to
locations around the war zone.
Three categories of mine warfare were identified: defensive
‘camouflets’ where a charge is set underneath the enemy tunnel,
causing damage and disarray above; offensive mining which used
‘common’ and ‘fougasse’ mines to obliterate or bury the enemy
position; and tactical mining which had a variety of purposes such
as denying ground or creating an instant trench for soldiers.

'Schematic of tunnelling at Messines Ridge'
The Durand Group has investigated and mapped many examples of
tunnels and mines including at Hawthorne Ridge on the Somme,
Vimy Ridge near Arras and Messines Ridge near Ypres. Some
tunnels had to pass through wet clay and running sand and others
through chalk. ‘La Folie’ mazes extended over 3 kilometres and
housed headquarters, service stations, stores and many facilities
for the personnel. Listening posts enabled officers to take bearings
underground of enemy positions. One of the biggest mining
attacks was at Messines Ridge where 19 of 23 mines were blown in
June 1917, the explosion being heard in London.
Some of the most interesting investigation has been of subways
and souterraines, used particularly after 1917 to provide safe
access to front lines and safe accommodation for troops.
Exploration has revealed an array of military items such as
detonators, primer bags, and graffiti and carvings executed by
soldiers using the tunnels and caves. By the end of the talk we
were left in no doubt that the dangerous and difficult work of the
miners was hugely important to the progress of the war, although
sadly taking an unquantified toll of lost lives.

'An underground listening post'
Diane Ellis

Evening Lecture Tuesday 6th January 2015

“A very fare Castle : The changing face of
Corfe Castle”
by Judith Teasdale
Judith apologised in advance for any discrepancies as she had
experienced a computer glitch and had spent all day reassembling
her notes, but no such problem was apparent in her splendid talk.
She has worked as a Consultant on Historic Landscapes for some
time and 8 years ago the National Trust asked her to prepare a
Conservation Plan for Corfe Castle.
Castle Hill was an important site and well established before the
Norman Conquest and the subsequent Castle building. Viewed
from the south, the Castle can be seen to dominate the passes on
either side through the gap in the Purbeck Hills. The original Saxon
settlement was previously part of the Shaftesbury Abbey Estate,
which was the largest
Benedictine Nunnery
of it's time. Saxon
masonry still exists on
part of the site and
Corfe Hill may
possibly have been a
Saxon Royal
Residence.
The Castle is not on
the highest hill in the
vicinity and whereas
the Roman Manuals of
Military Engineering state that any such fortification should be, the
Norman Castles built in the 11th and 12th centuries were sited to
dominate the passage of people and not necessarily on the highest
point. The foundations for Corfe Castle were laid very soon after the
Norman Invasion which emphasizes the importance of its location.
Many Norman castle were built in centres of population such as
Portchester Castle and Winchester, but Corfe was more strategic.
The map of the Channel Ports show that Corfe is due north of the

Cherbourg Peninsular at the narrowing of the Channel and
overlooks Poole Harbour, which is the only easy landing place in
that part of the south coast and had suffered numerous attacks by
Vikings and Danes.
The Castle walls
were raised very
quickly and by the
12th century the
castle was largely
complete with
originally a timber
keep. It was later
replaced by a
stone ediface so
that by 1105 the
castle was
complete and
impressively built
for defence. Later
in the 12th century the sole surviving heir to Henry 1st, Queen
Matilda, was deposed by Stephen with the support of the Barons in
1136, but still had much support in the Shires. A rebellious army
in support of Matilda landed at Wareham in 1139 and took refuge
in Corfe. The Castle was laid seige to by Stephen's army, but held
out for a considerable time in spite of Stephen's construction of a
Seige Castle to the north west on higher ground. The remains of the
earthworks for this castle can still be seen in the present day, but
all to no avail and Stephen abandoned the seige.
In the 13th century King John visited Corfe and hunted in the forest
of Purbrook and the Castle soon became a favourite residence. The
King spent 37 days there in a year and built a 'gloriette' there with
an elaborate entrance tower which is still standing. The quality of
the masonry construction was very high and the buildings were
used variously as a Treasury and later a prison with some famous
inmates. King John fortified the west bailey and extended the bailey
to the south, his love of hunting and the chain of Royal Forests
from London down to the south coast explains his many visits
when travelling the length and breadth of his Kingdom.

As far as the Town was concerned, no settlement at Corfe had been
recorded in the Doomsday Book, but by 1586 the Town extended
down East and West Streets from the Square, with the sharp bend
in West Street marking the extent of the Medieval settlement. The
unrest in the mid 13th century led to strengthening works and
additional towers and fortified gateways to the Castle mound, but
by 1346 was reported to be dilapidated. The town had its own
estate and working mills, the west mill existing until 1900.
King Edward 11 was famously interned at Corfe, followed by
Edward 111 and in 1348 the Black Death which laid waste to so
much of England. In 16th century and still owned by Elizabeth 1,
the castle was sold to Sir Christopher Holden in 1572, who also
bought Kirby Hall in 1575. He extended and repaired the Castle
and put in Tudor doorways and windows. In the 17th century the
property, “a very fare Castle” including six acres of gardens, was
purchased by Sir John Banks. Now a fine 'Aristocratic House', it
was inhabited by his wife Lady Mary Banks, a staunch Royalist
who defended it against various seiges by Parlimentary forces and
cannon fire from the surrounding hills and the Church Tower
during her husbands absence fighting for the King. A canon ball
fired from the Church Tower was recently found at the entrance to
Corfe Castle.
The Castle finally fell by an act of treachery from within and the
castle was destroyed by order of Cromwell, an act of vandalism
which include mining the walls. Lady Banks son later built
Kingston Lacy, but the castle ruins were left to deteriorate over the
next 3 centuries. One of the Banks descendants, a Rector of Corfe,
actually lived for a time in the ruins and the third tower was also
occupied during the 17th and 18th centuries. In the later 18th and
19th centuries the site became a magnet for Archaeologists, Artists
and Tourists and in 1897 a charge was introduced for entrance.
However, the site was becoming dangerous with falling masonry
and in 1950 the Ministry of Works carried out repairs and safety
work, but the use of modern materials and especially concrete was
not to every ones approval.
Kingston Lacy

The Castle was finally
bequeathed to the
National Trust on the
death of the last
remaining descendent of
the Banks family, Sir
Ralph Banks, in 1981.
The estate included
Kingston Lacy and was
one of the largest
bequests received by the
NT. Further repairs to
make safe for visitors
were carried out in the 1990's and Judith's Management Plan was
written at the same time as final repairs 8 years ago. Many people
have expressed the view that the site should be free of signs and
left as a ruin, but obviously not allowed to deteriorate further and
the NT tries to use a light touch. Judith ended her splendid lecture
with a wonderful picture of herself and young son silhouetted
against the sky on top of the Castle Keep.
Following much applause and responding to questions, Judith
commented that very rich fauna exists in the Castle grounds and
surroundings and husbandry was mainly by grazing sheep and
cattle; nibbling by sheep and tearing grass by cattle had beneficial
effects, but the steep slopes made sheep difficult to catch so that
small welsh cattle were preferred.
Chairman Peter Lewis proposed a vote of thanks which was
responded to by hearty applause.
Tony Grinyer

Morning Talk : Tuesday 20th January 2015
“The Singular History of a Somerset School”
by John Burrough,
former Headmaster of Bruton School for Girls
John began by explaining why he thought the history of Bruton
School for Girls is singular – in the sense of being both unusual
and unique. John was a teacher and then Headmaster of the
school between 2001 and 2012 and as such his understanding of
the school is perhaps singular too.

Drawing from his own knowledge and the publication The Gleam
Flying Onward by David Parsons, John put the school in its
historical context. Established in 1900 under the name Sunny
Hill, its regional antecedents include Red Maids in Bristol and
Maynards in Exeter which go back to the early 1600s. But Sunny
Hill can be seen as part of the revolution in girls’ education that
occurred in late Victorian times. Shockingly, until then, it was
widely believed that studying was ‘against women’s nature’. The
historical tide began to turn with the notable work of Miss Beale
and Miss Buss who passionately believed in the importance of
formal education for girls. Pioneering educationalists in the second
half of the nineteenth century, they were appointed in their
twenties to run Cheltenham Ladies College and North London
Collegiate. Legislation followed, steadily giving more powers first to

School Boards and then to LEAs until by 1918 free compulsory
education was provided for all up to the age of 14.
In the history of Sunny Hill, key figures were William Knight, first
head of Sexey’s School, and Henry Hobhouse. William wanted a
good education for his daughters and these two helped to set up
the school, appointing
Edith Radford as the
first Head at the age of
just 31. Arguably, it is
Miss Radford who
established the ethos
of the school that
continues to have
influence; she presided
for an impressive 29
years, when she was
succeeded by Jane
Wells who served until
1950.
'Miss Radford and Staff'
Over that time the school changed from being LEA funded to
becoming fully independent following the 1944 Butler Education
Act and Somerset County Council’s refusal of the Governors’
application for Direct Grant status. However, the lack of grammar
schools in this part of Somerset led the Council to agree to pay
Sunny Hill School fees of girls who met the entry requirements for
grammar school. In 1947 164 out of 285 girls were pupils on this
basis.
In 1961 the school changed its name to Bruton School for Girls but
many local people still refer to the school as Sunny Hill. In John’s
words, ‘one day it may catch on!’. By 1978, comprehensive schools
were the norm and grammar school places were no longer funded
by the county council, so Bruton became fully independent as it is
today.
During his talk, John gave us many fascinating insights into the
development of girls’ education. Early Heads at Sunny Hill were all
spinsters. It was not until 1987 that the first married Head was

appointed. John was the first male Head, appointed in 2006. Yet
in 1913, the first pupil gained a science degree at university at a
time when women had only recently been allowed to gain degrees.
In 1926, a former Sunny Hill pupil was the first woman to gain a
degree in veterinary science, a certain Edith Knight, none other
than one of the daughters of William Knight. Her achievement was
reported in the New York Times and her portrait hangs at RCVS
headquarters.
Today, Bruton School for
Girls is the only girls’
school in Somerset,
providing choice for those
that want it. Indeed it is
reported that Michael
Gove and David Cameron
are apparently opting for
‘girls only’ for their
daughters. At a time when
girls in other countries still
do not have access to
formal education, the influence of determined and visionary women
such as Miss Beale, Miss Buss, Miss Radford and Miss Wells
cannot be underestimated.
A number of interesting questions were raised from the audience,
some of whom had their own personal connection to the school.
Our thanks go to John Burrough for providing an informative and
singular perspective.
Diane Ellis

VISIT ONE:

Thursday 14 May 2015

Mere Historical Society
with

Mere Theatre Club
Theatre Royal, Bath and American Museum
We will begin with a guided backstage tour of the Theatre Royal,
Bath, one of the oldest theatres in Britain and brimming with
history. The theatre opened in its present home in 1805 with a
performance of Richard III, and both Sara Siddow and David
Garrick have acted there.
There will be time for lunch in Bath before being taken to the
American Museum, the only museum of American decorative and
folk art outside the United States. The collection is varied,
ranging from quilts to Renaissance maps, Shaker furniture to
ancient Native American tools. The hilltop site of the Museum’s
home, Claverton Manor, has spectacular views over the Limpley
Stoke Valley. A highlight of the gardens is the Mount Vernon
Garden. The parkland, with its majestic old cedars, provides a
circular walk through ancient meadows.
There is a café serving tea and a variety of delicious American
cakes and bakes.
We will leave Salisbury Street Car Park at 9.30am and return
by 6pm
Cost: MHS and MTC Members £22, non-members £25 per
person
Includes coach and tip, guided tour and museum entrance
fee.
For more details please ring Caroline Cook 01747 861797
Please use the booking form provided
No receipts will be given but you will be contacted should
any problems arise

VISIT TWO:

Tuesday 16 June 2015

Mere Historical Society
Beaulieu Palace House, Abbey
and National Motor Museum
Beaulieu, voted the best large visitor attraction 2013 by VisitEngland, is
set in the heart of the New Forest National Park. We will have a guided
tour of Palace House, home of the Montagu family, “a rejoinder to all
who find stately homes bloodless and impersonal”, comments Simon
Jenkins. The ruins of Beaulieu Abbey, founded in 1204 by Cistercian
monks, lie in a bend on the Beaulieu river. The carefully restored
cloisters and dormitories have been converted as part of an exhibition
about monastic life. The world famous National Motor Museum, home
to a stunning collection of automobiles, tells the history of motoring
through modern rally and F1 Grand Prix cars. ‘World of Top Gear’
features vehicles from some of their most ambitious challenges and ‘On
Screen Cars’ includes TV and film favourites such as the flying Ford
Anglia from the Harry Potter films.

There is a restaurant, a coffee shop and picnic tables with an
undercover area

We will leave Salisbury Street Car Park at 9.15am and return
by around 6.30pm
Cost: MHS Members £27, non-members £30 per person
Includes coach and tip, tour and entrance to all attractions
For more details please ring Caroline Cook 01747 861797
Please use the booking form provided
No receipts will be given but you will be contacted should
any problems arise
Refunds given only if visit does not run

VISIT THREE:

Thursday 16 July 2015

Mere Historical Society
Breamore House, Garden and Museum
The village of Breamore was originally a settlement known as
'Brumore' on the edge of the New Forest. The Elizabethan
manor house is built of rose red brick with stone quoins and in a
delightful, calm and serene setting, probably looks today much as
it did to its original owners. Life in a typical village like Breamore
can be relived in the Breamore Countryside Museum which
provides a fascinating insight into the days when a village was
self-sufficient.
Exhibits include full size replicas of a farm worker’s cottage
before the advent of electricity, a blacksmith’s smithy, a
wheelwright’s shop, a brewery, a dairy, a saddler’s shop, a
cobbler’s shed and agricultural engineer’s workshop.
There is a café serving light lunches and teas, and picnic tables
in the grass car park.
We will leave Salisbury Street Car Park at 10.30am and return
by around 6pm
Cost: MHS Members £20, non-members £23 per person
Includes coach, tip, house tour and museum entrance.
For more details please ring Caroline Cook 01747 861797
Please use the booking form provided
No receipts will be given but you will be contacted should
any problems arise
Refunds given only if visit does not run

VISIT FOUR:

Wednesday 9 September 2015

Mere Historical Society
Waddesdon Manor
‘Wow!’ is one way to describe Waddesdon Manor and its setting
which were created to delight and surprise friends of Baron
Ferdinand de Rothschild (1839–1898). The house was built
between 1874 and 1889 in the Neo-Renaissance style of a
French château on a barren hilltop overlooking
Waddesdon village. It is set in formal gardens and with
an English landscape park.
The house contains a huge and outstanding collection of art treasures
in 45 rooms. There is also much to delight in the Batchelor’s wing,
while the size of the wine cellar is a revelation. The Victorian garden is
considered one of the finest in England. There is a display of Modern
Art in the coach house. With so many delights on offer, it is no surprise
that it is one of the National Trust’s most visited properties.

We will leave Salisbury Street Car Park at 8.45am and return
around 7pm
Cost: MHS Members £16 Non-members £19 includes coach, tip.
Entry to Waddesdon for non-National Trust members is £13
(group rate) Please add this to your payment if applicable
DEADLINE for BOOKINGS : 21st AUGUST
For more details please ring Caroline Cook 01747 861797
No receipts will be given but you will be contacted should
any problems arise
Refunds given only if visit does not run

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES 2015
Summer Visits (see Booking Forms)
Thursday 14th May 2015
'Theatre Royal, Bath and American Museum'
Tuesday 16th June 2015
'Beaulieu Palace House, Abbey and National
Motor Museum'
th
Thursday 16 July 2015
'Breamore House, Garden and Museum'
Wednesday 9th September 2015
'Waddesdon Manor'

Lectures & Talks
Tuesday 6th October 2015 'Evening Lecture'
“The Art of Medicine : Artists until Medicine
became a Science” by Hendrika Foster
Tuesday 13th October 2015 'Morning Talk' :
Joint meeting with the Mere Literary Festival
“Sheep to Ships to North Sea Oil Rigs”
“OH in the 20th Century” by Rose Cox
Tuesday 3rd November 2015 'Evening Lecture'
“The Last Russian Countess of Pembroke”
by Ros Liddington (Archivist Wilton House)
Thursday 19th November 2015 'Morning Talk'
“The Society's Archive; Open for Business”
by Jenny Wilding
Tuesday 1st December 2015 'Evening Lecture'
“The Brigade of Gurkhas”: “1815 to 2015”
“200 years of Service to the Crown”
by Johnny Fenn
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